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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 06 June 2005. 

2. Claims 1-11 were amended. 

3 . Claims 12-19 were added. 

4. Claims 1 -1 9 are pending in this Office Action. 

Response to Amendment 

5. The examiner appreciates Applicant's cooperation in correcting errors in the 
specification. 

6. The objection to the specification regarding minor informalities was addressed and is 
withdrawn. 

7. The objection to the claims regarding minor informalities was addressed and is 
withdrawn. 

8. The rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 2 nd paragraph regarding insufficient 
antecedent basis was addressed and is withdrawn. 

9. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-19 filed on 06 June 
2005 have been fully considered but they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds 
of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Croy et al. 
(U.S. 6,476,825) and in further view of Humpleman et al. (U.S. 6,466,971). 

Croy teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a control device for 
controlling and monitoring an electronic device capable of reproducing video programming. 

12. With respect to claim 1, Croy teaches a method of controlling an information processing 
apparatus connected to a plurality of control devices over a network the method comprising: 

Selecting, at a given one of the plurality of control devices, a specific one of a plurality 
of portions of the information processing apparatus; transmitting, from the given one of the 
plurality of control devices to the information processing apparatus, identification 
information corresponding to the selected one of the plurality of portions and identification 
information corresponding to the given one of the plurality of control devices and controlling 
the associated portion of the information processing apparatus based on the control request 
(Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 
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Croy does not explicitly teach the use of multiple control devices or a correspondence 
table. 

However, Humpleman teaches storing the identification information corresponding to 
the selected one of the plurality of portions and the identification information corresponding 
to the given one of the plurality of control devices in a control correspondence table of the 
information processing apparatus such that the identification information corresponding to 
the selected one of the plurality of portions is associated with the identification information 
corresponding to the given one of the plurality of control devices (Humpleman, col. 6, lines 
39-48); repeating the selecting step, the transmitting step and the storing step to associate the 
identification information corresponding to a further one of the plurality of control device 
with the identification information corresponding to a further one of the plurality of portions 
(Humpleman, col. 6, lines 39-65); transmitting a control request from the given one of the 
plurality of control devices or from the further one of the plurality of control devices to the 
information processing apparatus, the control request including the identification information 
corresponding to the transmitting control device; and referring to the control correspondence 
table to obtain the identification information corresponding to the portion of the information 
processing apparatus that is associated with the identification information corresponding to 
the transmitting control device (Humpleman, col. 6, lines 58-65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable the use of multiple 
control devices and a correspondence table. One would be motivated to do so in order to 
allow for devices to be controlled from different controllers. 
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13. With respect to claim 2, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the given one of the plurality of control devices and the further one of the 
plurality of control devices each transmit to the information processing apparatus through an 
IEEE 1394 digital interface (Croy, col. 4, lines 38-47). 

14. With respect to claim 3, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
selecting, at a given one of the plurality of control devices, a specific one of a plurality of 
portions of the information processing apparatus (Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 

Croy does explicitly teach the use of an AV/C Panel Subunit Model and Command Set. 

However, Humpleman teaches the method where the selecting step includes sending a 
first pass-through command to the information processing apparatus from the given one of 
the plurality of control devices or from the further one of the plurality of control devices, and 
the controlling step includes sending a second pass-through command to the information 
processing apparatus from the given one of the plurality of control devices or from the 
further one of the plurality of control devices, the first and second pass-through commands 
being respectively chosen from an AV/C Panel Subunit Model and Command Set 
(Humpleman, col. 11, lines 42-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable the use of an AV/C 
Panel Subunit Model and Command Set. One would be motivated to do so in order to allow 
for the use of a standardized command set. 
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15. With respect to claim 4, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the associated portion of the information processing apparatus is operable to 
reproduce software information recorded on a digital versatile disc (Croy, col. 20, line 59 - 
col. 21, line 4). 

16. With respect to claim 5, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the given one of the plurality of control devices and the further one of the 
plurality of control devices each transmit to the information processing apparatus through a 
wireless communication interface (Croy, col. 4, lines 32-34). 

17. With respect to claim 6, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 5, including the 
method where wireless communication is carried out using the Bluetooth communication 
standard (Croy, col. 26, lines 37-42). 

18. With respect to claim 7, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 5, including the 
method where wireless communication is carried out over infra-red wavelength (Croy, col. 4, 
lines 32-34). 

19. With respect to claim 8, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the associated portion of the information processing apparatus is operable to 
reproduce audio visual information recorded on a hard disc (Croy, col. 20, line 59 - col. 21, 
line 4). 
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20. With respect to claim 9, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where at least one of the given control device and the further control device is a 
digital television receiver (Croy, col. 21, lines 7-10). 

21. With respect to claim 10, Croy teaches an information processing apparatus connectable 
to a plurality of control device over a network, the information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

A plurality of portions, a specific one of the plurality of portions being selected by a 
given one of the plurality of control devices (Croy, col. 5, lines 39-44) and to control the 
associated portions of the information processing apparatus based on the control request 
(Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 

Croy does not explicitly teach the use of multiple control devices or a correspondence 
table. 

However, Humpleman teaches a receiver operable to receive identification information 
corresponding to the selected one of the plurality of portions and identification information 
corresponding to the given one of the plurality of control devices; a storage unit operable to 
store the identification information corresponding to the selected one of the plurality of 
portions and the identification information corresponding to the given one of the plurality of 
control devices in a control correspondence table such that the identification information 
corresponding to the selected one of the plurality of portions is associated with the 
identification information corresponding to the given one of the plurality of control devices 
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(Humpleman, col. 6, lines 39-48); the receiver being further operable to receive identification 
information corresponding to a further one of the plurality of portions and identification 
information corresponding to a further one of the plurality of control devices; the storage unit 
being further operable to store the identification information corresponding to the further one 
of the plurality of portions and the identification information corresponding to the further one 
of the plurality of control devices in the control correspondence table such that the 
identification information corresponding to the further one of the plurality of portions is 
associated with the identification information corresponding to the further one of the plurality 
of control devices; the receiver being further operable to receive a control request transmitted 
from the given one of the plurality of control devices or from the further one of the plurality 
of control devices, the control request including the identification information corresponding 
to the transmitting control device (Humpleman, col. 6, lines 39-65); and a controller operable 
to refer to the control correspondence table to obtain the identification information 
corresponding to the portion of the information processing apparatus associated with the 
identification information corresponding to the transmitting control device (Humpleman, col. 
6, lines 58-65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable the use of multiple 
control devices and a correspondence table. One would be motivated to do so in order to 
allow for devices to be controlled from different controllers. 

22. With respect to claim 11, Croy teaches an information control system, comprising: 
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An information processing apparatus having a plurality of portions; and a plurality of 
control devices (Croy, Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 28-34); a given one of the plurality of control 
devices and a further one of the plurality of control devices each including: a selector 
operable to selecting a specific one of the plurality of portions (Croy, col. 5, lines 39-44). 

Croy does not explicitly teach the use of multiple control devices or a correspondence 
table. 

However, Humpleman teaches a transmitter operable to transmit to the information 
processing apparatus identification information corresponding to the selected one of the 
plurality of portions and identification information corresponding to that control device; the 
information processing apparatus including: a receiver operable to receive the identification 
information corresponding to the given one of the plurality of control devices and the 
identification information corresponding to its selected one of the plurality of portions, and a 
storage unit operable to store the identification information corresponding to the given one of 
the plurality of control devices and the identification information corresponding to its 
selected one of the plurality of portions in a control correspondence table such that the 
identification information corresponding to the given one of the plurality of control devices is 
associated with the identification information corresponding to its selected one of the 
plurality of portions (Humpleman, col. 6, lines 39-48), the receiver being further operable to 
receive the identification information corresponding to the further one of the plurality of 
control devices and the identification information corresponding to its selected one of the 
plurality of portions, the storage unit being further operable to store the identification 
information corresponding to the further one of the plurality of control devices and the 
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identification information corresponding to its selected one of the plurality of portions in the 
control correspondence table such that the identification information corresponding to the 
further one of the plurality of control devices is associated with the identification information 
corresponding to its selected one of the plurality of portions (Humpleman, col. 6, lines 39- 
65); the transmitter of the given one of the plurality of control devices and the transmitter of 
the further one of the plurality of control devices each being further operable to transmit a 
control request from the control device to the information processing apparatus, the control 
request including the identification information corresponding to that control device; the 
receiver of the information processing apparatus being further operable to receive a 
transmitted control request; the information processing apparatus further including: a 
controller operable to refer to the control correspondence table to obtain the identification 
information included in the received control request to obtain the identification information 
corresponding to the associated portion of the information processing apparatus, and to 
control the associated portion of the information processing apparatus based on the received 
control request (Humpleman, col. 6, lines 58-65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
. was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable the use of multiple 
control devices and a correspondence table. One would be motivated to do so in order to 
allow for devices to be controlled from different controllers. 
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23. With respect to claim 12, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
selecting, at a given one of the plurality of control devices, a specific one of a plurality of 
portions of the information processing apparatus (Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 

Croy does not explicitly teach sending the correspondence table from one apparatus to 
another. 

However, Humpleman teaches the method further comprising transmitting the control 
correspondence table from the information processing apparatus to at least another 
information processing apparatus over the network (Humpleman, col. 8, lines 56-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable sending the 
correspondence table from one apparatus to another. One would be motivated to do so in 
order to enable sending an entire table of associations between devices and portions rather 
than each association individually. 

24. With respect to claim 13, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including the 
information processing apparatus where the receiver of the information processing apparatus 
is further operable to receive a transmission from the given one of the plurality of control 
devices or from the further one of the plurality of control devices through an IEEE 1394 
digital interface (Croy, col. 4, lines 38-47). 
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25. With respect to claim 14, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including 
selecting, at a given one of the plurality of control devices, a specific one of a plurality of 
portions of the information processing apparatus (Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 

Croy does explicitly teach the use of an AV/C Panel Subunit Model and Command Set. 

However, Humpleman teaches the information processing apparatus where the receiver 
of the information processing apparatus is further operable to receive a pass-through 
command from the given one of the plurality of control devices or from the further one of the 
plurality of control devices, the pass-through command being chosen from an AV/C Panel 
Subunit Model and Command Set (Humpleman, col. 1 1, lines 42-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable the use of an AV/C 
Panel Subunit Model and Command Set. One would be motivated to do so in order to allow 
for the use of a standardized command set. 

26. With respect to claim 15, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including the 
information processing apparatus where the associated portion of the information processing 
apparatus is operable to reproduce software information recorded on a digital versatile disc 
(Croy, col 20, line 59 - col. 21, line 4). 

27. With respect to claim 16, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including the 
information processing apparatus where the receiver of the information processing apparatus 
is further operable to receive a transmission from the given one of the plurality of control 
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devices or from the further one of the plurality of control devices through a wireless 
communication interface (Croy, col. 4, lines 32-34). 

28. With respect to claim 17, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including the 
information processing apparatus where the associated portion of the information processing 
apparatus is operable to reproduce audio visual information recorded on a hard disc (Croy, 
col. 20, line 59 - col. 21, line 4). 

29. With respect to claim 18, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including 
selecting, at a given one of the plurality of control devices, a specific one of a plurality of 
portions of the information processing apparatus (Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 

Croy does not explicitly teach sending the correspondence table from one apparatus to 
another. 

However, Humpleman teaches the information processing apparatus further comprising a 
transmitter operable to transmit the control correspondence table from the information 
processing apparatus to at least another information processing apparatus over the network 
(Humpleman, col. 8, lines 56-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable sending the 
correspondence table from one apparatus to another. One would be motivated to do so in 
order to enable sending an entire table of associations between devices and portions rather 
than each association individually. 
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30. With respect to claim 19, Croy teaches the invention described in claim 10, including 
selecting, at a given one of the plurality of control devices, a specific one of a plurality of 
portions of the information processing apparatus (Croy, col. 17, lines 32-47). 

Croy does not explicitly teach sending the correspondence table from one apparatus to 
another. 

However, Humpleman teaches the information control system where the information 
processing apparatus includes a transmitter operable to transmit the control correspondence 
table from the information processing apparatus to at least another information processing 
apparatus over the network (Humpleman, col. 8, lines 56-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Croy in view of Humpleman in order to enable sending the 
correspondence table from one apparatus to another. One would be motivated to do so in 
order to enable sending an entire table of associations between devices and portions rather 
than each association individually. 
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Response to Arguments 

31. Applicant's arguments filed 06 June 2005 have been fully considered, but they are not 
persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

32. Applicant Argues: Applicant states, "The patent does not disclose or suggest that the 
identifier corresponding to a sub-device is stored in the television set with identification 
information corresponding to the control device, and the patent does not disclose or suggest 
that this information is stored in a control correspondence table in the television set such that 
the identification information corresponding to a selected sub-device is associated with the 
identification information corresponding to a control device." 

In Response: The examiner respectfully submits that Applicant's arguments have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

33. Applicant Argues: Applicant states, "Neither reference discloses or suggests a further 
controller." 

In Response: The examiner respectfully submits that Applicant's arguments have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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34. Applicant Argues: Applicant states, "Neither Croy nor Yamagawa describes a control 
correspondence table in which a sub-device is associated with a control device, neither 
reference suggests referring to such a table/' 



In Response: The examiner respectfully submits that Applicant's arguments have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7:30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alicia Baturay 
August 10, 2005 
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